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From our beginning in 1865, this congregation has always been known for opening its doors to the 

community for public lectures and dialog. 

Even before 1882, when the congregation moved into the church on the corner of Huron and State, 

near the University, our minister Jabez Sunderland had started "The Unity Club", a series of Sunday 

evening lectures open to the Ann Arbor public, and always well attended!  To quote Jabez 

Sunderland, 

"Who can tell the value of the work it has done, in binding our young people together, in bringing 

students into acquaintance with us, in furnishing to all, old and young,  facilities for social intercourse 

of the very best kind, in stimulating intellectual activity among us all; and in reaching a hand of 

fraternity out across sectarian lines to touch and draw into friendly relations with us many outsiders, 

and members of other churches who would not come to our religious services, but who would come 

to our Unity Club lectures. Thus, with all the rest, it has been a constant silent influence in the city to 

soften religious prejudices and draw people of different religious names into a little more friendly 

relations.” 

Newspaper clippings from the 19th century are filled with charming accounts of the latest edifying 

lectures at the Unity Club. 

As the times changed, our Sunday evening programs continued, but progressed from the 19th 

century goals of civilizing Ann Arbor with lectures on poets and philosophers, to programs with more 

social emphasis. In the 1930s when the university closed their doors to controversial speakers, this 

church declared their assembly hall open to any group that wished to meet for legal purposes and 

welcomed speakers from labor unions. 

The list of Sunday evening lectures given in 1962 starts with Congressman Neil Staebler speaking on 

the Future of India, and included topics such as the "Psychology of Prejudice", and "Peace Corps 

Training for Thailand" 

Since 1991 our congregation has held a series of lectures called the "Klein Lecture".  This nearly 

annual Fall lecture is dedicated to the memory of former members Robert and Ruth Klein that their 

spirit - the spirit of peace, goodwill and justice, might flourish.  The Klein Lectureship is sponsored 

through memorial funds donated by friends of Robert and Ruth Klein and their children. 

Since 1991 these lectures have tackled a whole range of issues presented by an impressive list of 

speakers: 

 In 1994, death with dignity advocate, Dr. Jack Kevorkian – challenged us to think about end of 

life issues. 

 In 1996, Geoffry Canada author of the book “Fist Stick Knife Gun” gave us recommendations 

on how to alleviate violence in the inner cities. 



 Men’s studies author Neil Chethik spoke in 2001 of how men deal with grief and the loss of 

their fathers. 

 And in 2008 Ari Weinzweig, co-founder of Zimmerman’s, discussed with us the importance of 

food bought locally and produced sustainably.  

 

Next Sunday afternoon at 3:00 we continue our 150 year tradition as a public forum by proudly 

presenting the 2014 Klein Lecture:  The Reverend Dr Bill Schulz, President of the Unitarian 

Universalist Service Committee, Senior Fellow at the Center for American Progress, Former Director 

of Amnesty International, and Past President of the Unitarian Universalist Association, will speak to us 

about the Human Rights Challenges of the 21st Century.  Please plan to be come, bring your friends 

and take part in a proud UUAA tradition.  Come see us during coffee hour at the 150th Anniversary 

table to get your tickets today!   

 

 

Mini-History, 10/5/2014 presented by Bob and Beth Hospadaruk 


