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it is typical of t ho r e:; ligi ous mov ement of v.rhich it is a seg -

ment . As such u segment, it s study offers opportunity for aK 

cross section of t he thought p a ttern of the nLtion. 

'l'herefore , _ it is with t!ie a i m of' gai n ing '-· truer 

perspective on the Unita riu n moveme nt tha t this history is 

;...;, ttempted . Sure l y , t h e experience s of one p a rish shou.lcl pre-

sent a microscopic picture of t11e tri:;,ls a n d accompli siunents 

of liberal thought i n ; • .merica through Unitaria n ism. 

J3y way of i ntroductio n , it might be well to set the 

st af::;e for Unit~rianimn by u brief account of Ann ~'i..rbor c.;,nd of 

libe .. : a l r eligion in Ann Arbor. 'l'he town j_tself wa s founded in 

1825 on both b ...... nks of the Hur on River . 'fhe site vras a co1,1fort -

able day 's run froa Detroit on the stage coa ch line to Chicar o • 

]'or i ts first few years, the :popuL.tion vms 12.rr·ely transient , 

t'-/ioneers on their vray to t he uno1Jened lands would sto1"l for a 

time . Th e Unive;: si ty 6f Idchip:an had beGn coptemp l a ted by a 

number of the officials of t h e treasury depart::,1ent of t h e Un-

i ted States who had set a side a portion ofthe public lands in 

each of the parts of t he old ::.forthwest 'l'errit ory for u~1iversity 

purposes . Kichigan was not yet a sta te and i ts c reat resources 

had hardl y b e en discovered . 

1828 savv Andrew Jackson come to t h e pres-idencsr . He 

was t he first son of the new west t o achieve t -.. e of f ice. He 

started his wur on t h e N.a tiom,l Dunk and broke t hat institution 

in 1832 . Three years l citer Michigan engag ed in the bloodless 

11 r_roledo '!iar 11
• The bone of contentioYl was a n e.rrov.,r strip of 

t he ~orthwestern corner of Ohio includi ng the present_city of 

\ 
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Toledo o \Then :;i <..;hig..c.n 'Nas admi tted to §ta tehood in 1 83'7 , the 

land was <.i.warded to Ohjo and t he up:per pen i nsula g i ven to 

Hichigan as compensation . 
'n~1"~ 

Libere.J religionf{t0.rted in ' 35 . At that time a e roup of 

J:;;i) 3 · Pl ed people in Ann Arbor wrote to the J,{everend 

J..lf,""thaniel Stacy , a n itine r ant preacher of the Un iversa list 

denomina tion, aski ng him to come to .A.nn Ar bor , a nd stating 

that they felt they could support usustained preaching 11
• Mr . 

Stacy had spent most of his strenuous lif e as min i ster to the 

outlying settlements, first in central New York state and 

later in the middle west . 

rlev. Stacy was pas t fifty but still bringing his word to 

the trackless count ry u s vigorously as i n his e a rliest youth . 

lt was early in tl1e spring of 1835 when he received, l quote 

his memoirs , 

11 An invitation to remove int o that country , and take 

pastoral charge of t he society in thut place . (Ann Arbor) 

I had been then four years and a hal f itinerating this 

wild a11d trackless country ; and a l though i mprovements in 

roads, as well as in a griculture. a nd everything eJ.se 

pertainin~ to ci~ilization, were ~N p rog ressine with ~s 

much rapid.ity as c ould be rationally expected, still it 

was almost ilnpractable to tra vel. i n c2.rriages of a ny 

kind , and it was 
' 

t ruly a severe task to perforn1 my mon
'-

thly l a bors . And consideri ng my advanced years ci.YJ.d in-

creas ing infirmit ies, 1 felt justified in changing my 

N.pivri:M pos it ion, so tho,t I might enjoy, at least , a tern-

porary release from the extreme f atigues 1 had so long 

end<.lred. 11 

l 
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~cb 
By the sturdy pioneer e:ods, here is a man ! His notion of O.."i' e:ts1e'1'" 

~ is to found a. new church i n a "backwoods tovm !1Ie accepted 

provisionally , saying tha t he would cowe for four Sundays in 

July . 

'la:cine: a steamboat i n ::i:rie 1 Iennsylvan:i.a, he arrived i n 

Detroit thirty six hours i~ ter . Then , 

11 TeJ~ing passaee on t he sta[ e next morning , a ride of 

forty miles over very bad road, for a t least hu.l f of tl1e 

way , orourht me a li t tle before nightfal l to t h e :place 

of my destinat i on . " 

He found tha t the only f i nished meeting hous e in t he vil -

l are was the property of his p rospective parishioners . These 

were of resr)ect cA.b::....:: numbers c..nd several of the member s had 

known him in c 0ntral ~ew York . 

1\ r . Stacy ' s rea t and r elaxation for t h e i nfirmities of 

old age was to go after the other minist c;rs of the tovm , tooth 

and nai l , as s oon as he a nd his family had settled . The ~uest ion 

of Universal s t...lva tion, the moot p oint, he seized upon i n the 

colm1ms of t he \."eekly Argus and the Sta.te Journal , t h e t wo 

weeklies :puolishecl in Ann -'-rbor. He chalenr ed thel!1 to °Christ

'' ian dis cus sion in his own church. This g u.ntlet was not p icked 

up by his brothers of the cloth . 

l'romptly , he threw another a t their fe e t . It Vias picked 

up reluctantly by t he :::piscope,lean ·"' i nister , 1.'iho wJ.~ote an ar -

ticle for the papers declining to co~m1i t theolog ica l s~icide 

by debating on Rev . Stacy ' s ovm subject at hjs own church . He 

i nt i mated furt:1er .;a,.ui su.:.d t hat his instruction i n i11atters 

theolog ical had been co1~rehensive but if ~ev. Stacy was in-

.ter ested j_n lea rning the truth , he mie:ht co ne t o him for it 

and it kOUld be gla d l y f iVen . 



I 

" 

Stacy himself was a s mall m<:m i mb ue d wi t h t h e fire 

of Peter the Hermit . He was insp i red to f orc e his religion on 

<:t. s r:iany :peo:i,l le as poss i ble. He was a liberal evanr el ist. He 

s oug L. t controversy. He would t a lk fur i ou sly i n defense of h is 

conv ictions . He g lor i fied i n co nverting someone to his f a ith . 

He tell s of the conversion of Deacon \·fill i ams , a 

sta un ch Calv inist 1 i n Arm /1.rbdr. ''Nev er': he say s e n t hus ias t i -

cally , " sinc e t h e time o! Saul of Tar s us has t h ere been a more 

c omple t e conversi on .· 11 

'.rhis militan t l ibe ral , t hen, was t he f irst proponent 

of l iberal Chr i stiani t y in Ann A1~bor . 

The Rev . 1fr . Stacy stay ed i n Arl u Arbor for five years, 

unti l 1840 . On retiring , h e secured t he ' services of Dr. T . C. 

Ad::un , a r e ti:red physician , who had been educatsd in the Univer-

sity of Edinburgh. Unfortunu, tely fo:c t h e Un iversa l i sts of .JL11n 

Arbor , Ilr . Ad:o:m was so conscient i ous that , t o quote Stacy , 

11 Hi s l abors p roved t oo severe for him . . .. . •. • .• He p r eached 

h i . lSelf s i ck . 11 A Dr . Smead took up t he work and then a sue-

cession of mi n i sters of whom we hav e no record . \/he n t h e Rev. 

Mr. Stacy retu r ned to Ann Arbor on a vi s it i n 1 8 47 , he f ound 

Dr . s . Mi les, aga in an unknown , i n cha r ge of t he parish . 

By 1 8 47 , much improvement had t ak e n place in ~:h chie;c,,n . 

Ann .f.rbor was served by a rail r oa d. The ca pita l had been noved 

from Det r oit to Lan s i ng. 

It is l u r eely s p ecul a tioa to try to picture t he Ann 

Arbor of this p eriod in regard to libe_ral r el i g ion . •rhe only 

def i nite reco r d we have is t h e Rev . E r . Stacy ' s me moirs and 

s cattering mention of t h e episode by Dr. J. T . Sunderl and , t h e 

Uni t ar i an mi nister , 1878-•98 , and brief newspaper stories . 

\ 
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\le can safely say that these peon le , cc..rving a live -
• 

l iho;od from a vj.rgin countr,y, were of simple philos ophy and 

s t rong convict i ons . The ver y strength of their convictions 

was an added s pur to t he tjlissionary zeal of all faiths . It 

must have been a n achievement to win ov-e:c one of these pioneers . 

~le are here at t he dawn of liberal religion a s we 

know it t oday . It evolved slowly. It assailed every weak y oint 

in tr.oLditiona l dogma , even though such opposition meant near-

l y complete ostracism. These ea rly liberc.;. l ministers hamILered 

up on the barriers of superst i tion and narrowness with unq_uench-

able cour age and comp0lling persj.stence. 

The Rev . ·, .... r . Stacy was such a man . Hi s qu ick , fiery 

nature t ook t he torch of l i ber a l faith eagerly and t he indom-

i table will of the man carrie~ i t through a life of seventy 

years . 

I t i s unfortunLo te that after his departure, t he Ann 

Arbor church did not succeed i n securing other men of his cal
a 

i ber . Thus we f ind that after 1848 there is no record of Uni-

ve r salist Church in Ann Arbor . 

Th i s leaves us with a gap of nearly twenty years 

before the st~rt of the Unitarian movement . From a national 

point of view, they were filled with t he drama tha t led to 

t he civil war and wi t h the war i tself. Ye~.rs of bitter ha t -

red and high tension . Ye ci.rs of strur·gle and suffering . 'l'his , 

briefly is t he settL1g of Unitarian i s m in Ann Arbor . 
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TH::: ~ 'l' \3 ,_, .. \ - ";""" -:' 

... ... _ti.~ !'·~:L.30~ l 

In order to understand t he fir Gt T.Ji~ i t a r i a.11 min i st.cy 
. 

i n 1,_nn J~rbo r, i t is necessary to know somethiug of the lJn i t -

v.ri anisrn of that day . '.!.
1i1e l iber. l te ...... chine-s of ~erscn ar.O. 

Chann ing h ad hu.d t hei r eff e c t i n l ir1"1tenL1c the dead we i cnt of 

c.;entu ries of doguatisrn and supe rstition among t he more i ntel -

lep;ent p eople but t he g rea t raasses of t he country hc.i..d not yet 

been reach e d by the principle of reason i t! rd i e ion . The wo r k 

of t he Un ita.ri,,:1 min ist c:::r of th~ t day was extremely d i f:::i cult 

and even uncomfortable f rou a so cia l viewpoin t . 

The Bible was more than a g r e;.t book . I t a ctually 

constituted the l i vi r.c thoucht of t he tix;1e . It v1as the fi nal 

authority , t:he :fountai n of all wisdom. It was so close ly in-

te r woven i n t he iaenLl structure tha t the. only p os s i bLe way 

that lare e nm(1be rs of p eo!)1e could be reached we.s t h r ough it . 

'l'he fir s t quulifica tion of even u liberal mi n ioter , 

t hen , was a full and comprehens ive knowledp e of t lle :Si ble . If 

he coul d inte r pre t it well enough t o avoid ruff l i ne· t he del -

ica tel y bal~nced but d eeply rooted pre~j udic es , h e had so~E 

chance of inocul et ing t he peop l e with his doctrine s . 

'l'hen to o , t he r e must b e a g i f t of oratory wi th out 

which no minist e r i n t he mi ddle of t he l e. st century could 

hope to hold any i mportec..n t pulpit . 

In Ann Arbor , t he pro bl em was in tens if icd -oy t h e 

p resence of more than a t h ousand students at thG r;r e ..... t Stv.te 

Un i ve rs ity . These m1rnt be reached by a minis ter of extraor din-

a r y power a nd persorwl charr.n . A rnan must be found who would 

be admired by t h e studen ts and a t the same t i me carry the Uni-
6 



tarian messat e to them., 

To fill this i mporta ntant mission,, the l1 .. n1erican Un itarian 

Ass ociation selected Charles Henry Brigham, then pasta~ of the 

F irst Congreg-;._, t ional (Unitarian) Society in 'l'aunton , liassachu-

setts . Vi g orous and alert of mind and body, an exceptiona l a n d 

industrious student , a powerful, log ical, and convincing min-

ister, Mr. Brigham was ably fitted for the Ann Arb or Pastorute . 

He was t hen in t h e very prime of h is life , forty-five y e u rs 

old, stockily built . He had been in Ta unton more than a score 
n\s 

of years; i nfact it was -W;re first pulpit kl(t; 10 ad ruciocd a fter 

gra~duat ing from =.L.,rvard Divinity School. 

He started hi s work in Ann Arbo r on t he first Sunday i n 

September , 1865 at t h e Washtenaw County Court Hou se where a. 

small society of Un itarians were in t n e h a b t of me etin g . In 

t he §pri ng ofl866, the J:Tethodist Church wa.s aye.ilable and was 

purchased for t h e Use of t he Ann Arbor Church . This b u i lding , 

2 t t he corner of Fifth a nd Ann Streets, is still standing . 

E r. ~:S righdn 1 s first reports f r om his Ann f~rbor l~isr.;j.on 0~re 

i n the fillies of the A.U.A. The reports for some of the mon t h s 

were published and give a g ood p icture of t h e oppor tunities he~e. 
the 

He s aid that there were not enough p aying members of llt Unitarian 

church in Ann Arbor to ma ke the church self supporting ai.1d t hat 

he doubted that there ever wou~Ld be . 'rhe project has remained 

missionary to the :present time. 

Desp ite the handi cap of poor quarters, t=r • .3ri e;ha rn had 

capac i ty(j?oo:J) crow~for both h j.s afternoon and evening services 

while still in t h e court house . It was very pleas i n g to h i m to 

find many professors and students a mong his audiences. :Eany of 

t he ·:Jn i tari fa n tnwts were distributed and he even had enquiries. 
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fr om t wo or t h ree students about the Uni t arian ~ ,: i nj_stry as a 

life wo rk . 

A Bi ble Class was started at the· church building in 

t he srJring and the attendance was gr a t i fy i ng . An averac e atten-. 

danc e of f r om fifty to sixty over a period of yea rs > with about 

t hree hu1~dred different s tudents reached every year > shows the 

extent of 1.Cr. Brigham's work a..'110ng w.e cglJ e1=c studen ts . The M 

Uni vers . ty of :, 'ichi@·<.m was very larc e in num.ber of students at-

t e nd i ng . On e authority saya it hi.:l.d more students t han any othe r 

University in t .r.e world . lfore t han t wo- thirdn of the eleven 

hundr ed students were studying l aw or medr.hcin e. This i mpo r tant 

nucleus of t he professiona l gr oup in the mid~le west was being 

reached ea ch week by Hr . I3r i gham in increas ingl y L~.i:r e nambers . 

It is int eresting for us today to l ook pack on the 

ty:£:, e of Unitaria nism that :.:r . Brigham preached. It was very 

conserva tive; even for t hut time. But there is more t han just 

mora l a nd sp i ritua l teaching . The Reverend S .A.El iot , i n a 

biogr 2"phy, says tha t ]3righam had one of t h e finest memor ies h e 

had ever seen and that his wide reading and conscientious study 

enebled him to s1·eak with a .1thor i t y on c.l r:ios t any subject . 

lie had traveled most pl a ces in Europe and i n Efypt a nd t he 

Holy Land . Also> he had traveled so intellegently tha t he vms 

able_ to use the materL,l gD.t hered in this jour ney of less t hal). 

a year in s ermons for many years . 

, ""JJ' Rev . El iot s ays further that ;.c:r . ~3righar.'.l was so ac -
V' 
,, complished a conversati onalist that his conversat ion be carne 
·v· I 

\ ' 

~ ~~lmost a monol ogue , so eager were his hearers not to miss any
)' 
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~ ith this background it is not hard to unders~und that 

the Un i taria.ni s m of : ~r. Brigham was honored in .Ann .\.rbor. Sev-

eral of the Un iversity professors said t hat ~:·r . :Jr i gharn was 

able to talk to them on their own lines as an equal. 

r~~r . Bri gha m wEis he r e until t he l ate summer of 1877 , 

t welve years, at wh ich time he suffered a b reakdown and went 

to t he home of h i s si8ter in Brooklyn , N ,Y . He died t wo years 

later a nd an obituary notice in t he Christ i an Ree ister of lia r. 

1, 18 79 cha racterized him as follows : 

nHe g a ve solid digni ty and respect to his 

work , and throug h it to a g o od. cause, "by t he a:m1)li-

tucle of his learning and the mass of his mental ind-

ustry. The opp ortunity of Uni t ario.nisrn in the wes t , 

;_, s a move r:1ent of r e lig ious thougl~.t , must be wui te a 
• 

different thing from t h e f a ct of those t wel ve years 

. labor. Once for c.:..11 , any p os sibile~ stigma of nar-

rawness , conceit , shallow r adi ca lism, was forbidden 

to rest on t he name he represented. A shholar of 

t he widest r ang e of reading, a ma n of t :c.e \"iO rld. , 

f arnil iar with art a nd for·eigh travel, a sober and s ome-

what conservative t h inke r, a man o f letters, of u n -

tir~ng industry , a wri ter a n d s peaker of more tha n 

averac e e loquenc e and. f orce , - t hese qual ities were 

recogn ized a n d a pplauded in every f orm in which t he 

recognit ion a n d appl ause of man has i ts va lue • 

.. .. . Most significant of t h e tasks he did w~s 

t he i nst ructing ,, , • • of young men who have made his 

name , word and wo r k familiar i n e very part of t i1e 

h i ss ip£3ipp i v a lley ••• • 11 
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For a. yeDcr, from e<flrly f a ll, 1877, until fall, 1 878 , t he 

pulpit was filled by t he Meverend Joseph Henr y Allen. Er Allen 

seems to h:~ve been primar ily interested in History 1 religi ous 

and g e neral. 

From all that can be learned. , Mr. Allen :s:H.Krox wa s not as 

fine a schola r as :Mr. Brigham now was his read i ng and study as 

l:) road . His wo r k in A.rm .Arbor 1 vrh ile a dequate , l o.eked t h e cre

ative brilliance of Kr. Brigham or t h e constructive a nd sus

taininE fire of his successor, Dr. Sunderland. 

I t is hardl y fair to him to judg e him on t he basis of t h e 

others mentioned because his term here was only a year in con

trast to the t welve years of 1rr. Brigham and the t wen t y years 

of Dr. Sunderlan d . 

fJ 
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Chapter 'l'hree 
TH:~ i:DDD~:; l'I<mIOD 

_3righarn was t he pioneer , into the 

hard , a ew co"J.ntry and heV1i ng <:t p l ace , so Dr . Sunderl an.t '>>us the 

settler , i ndustrio u s , qu i et , \\•h o built t .i:1e ne\7 empire of ti:1ough t . 

I'he h..::leric ,_.n ~Jn i tar ian .. '~ss oci&.tion se nt ~ r . Dri char:1 as a miss -

ionary a.i1ci he foll owed h is C -: .. l litl.£ wi th t he zeal and for e e 

th t must ch e:t.r a c tcrize t he successful misbiona r y , :Spread i ng 

his go s pel a!1d planting his i dea . Su,ch a l.'lun :lil mus t be first . 

Aft e r h i m must co me one who will p a tjentl y till t he fertile 

soil and llirvest the crop . He , too , must build - b a ild the r:;tore -

house of tI'..e new freedom - t he houe for the new i de <,1 8. . 

Such a mc..t. n w;:·s Dr . Jabez 'I' . Sunderl v.rcd . 'i'he Unit -

a ria n Chur ch in .. nn Ar bor s t and.s a s a t r ibute to his l 011 i u s . 

Eis i ndus -try was as r:re ..... t as 1-r. :Jri ghara 1 s a :1d his eloquen ce, 

more human , and uec;_rer t o the heart s of his people , was a s 

moving . 'Jhil e r. Bri gharJ st i riluh.ted. the mi r:ds of t h e s mall 

univers i ty town , Dr . Sunderla nd won the ir h ear ts with his 

beL:.u t ifully writt en and del i vered sern ons. 

A IiL n of wi der in~erests p robabl y never occupiea. the 

pulpit in .An n Arbor. Dr . Sunde rle,nd was an underst<:d1d i ng and 

tol e r ::>n t crusadelli f or social , economic, and. .religious reforr!l . 

fhe g rea t variety of subjects on \ili ich he wrote aut hori tat ively 

i n t he t wenty v olumes he publ i shed is a tribute to hi s s chol -

a rship. 'l'he complete and active or gan iza tion of h i s ch urch is 

~ tribute to his ab i l ity a s a l e ader and an execut i ve . 

Ji:fo story of Dr. Sunderland ' s work c ,n o e cor:11Jlete 

without menti on of his wife. A brillL .. n t student i n her own 

rie;ht , s he was able to t ake much of Dr . S underland ' s burden 
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onto her own shoulders. Her charm and ability made her a vital 

force in her husband ' s church. lerhaps her grea test wo rk was 

the conducting· of t he :J ible class. '.rhis organization , meeting 

every Sundc.y at noon after the rep u.lar church service, was the 

most at tra <;·c i ve part of t he church program as it reached a lar

ger number of students than a ny other. 

The org~nization of the Bible clas s wa s this: a topic 

was chosen for a given year and some phase of i t was di:::;cussed 

each Sunday that t h e students were in town. There was a wide 

r a ng e of topice: Biblical History and Crit icism, Com1k~rative 

_tel i g io n • .:..tel i gious 11:1il jsophy, :.tel i g ious ~3 i ogr &,phy , History 

of Christia nity , Growth and J. rinciples of the Various Sec t s , 

Ethics , Charities a nd Philanthropies ) to n~me a few . 

Dr . Sunderl and cont inued the !!i ble cl ass of 1:r . 

Br i gham and Nr . Allen himself but at the end of t wo years he 

turned the work over to !.:rs. Sunderl and . She had great s uccess 

i n drawi nf t he students to t he class, the averac e attendance 

being over a hundred students and sometimes reaching a hun

dred and fifty. 'J.'his was t he l a r gest attendance of any Dible 

class i n town and t he lare;est to assemble in the Unitarian 

Church in i'illn Arbor at any time . 

It is difficult to over-estimate the value of t h is 

one phase ·of the 3underlandS'., work here . The great number of 

u.nive1·sity s t udents who were in thi s mamLer brought in cl ose 

touch with t !:1e doctr i nes of Jn itarianism at this format i ve 

period of t heir lives - the number who must have seen t h e 

clarity and beauty of religious freedom thru this class -

i s one of t ii e most cheering aspects of Jn itarianism in this 

town . Too great tribute can not be paid Lr s. Sunderland for 

her share in dissemini.,., ting Un itarie.nisrn th rough t he middle 
12 



west . 

It might be well at this po i nt to mention the other 

act i v i ties of the Church . The Sundc:~y m. ornirw service was p:ci -

marily designed to reach the t mwnspeople and facul ty. It was 

well attended . In the evening , Dr . Sunderl and hel d another 

service whi ch was int ended to bring his messace to the stu-

dents . u f course there was no sharp lir~e and many students 

came to the morn i nf service as well a nd qui te a ntu;1ber were 

i n the habit of c omi nf; in t he morninr· ::.tnd stay i ng for the 

Bible Class at noon . 

TI1e evenin; services , aiming ~t education as well 

as moral and spiritual gu i dance , fell very naturally under 

lar[:e subject heading s which frequently covered a whole yeb.r t§ 

work . ~.~-any things were discussed here . :BioQr u.j_.;hy , ::.hilosophy 

c:md ot~er subjects were sub- d i vided so that each ehmday a 

different phase was elucidated . 

Dr . Sunderla nd saitl in a sermon , "Religion is l~r

e er than Sunde.y , howev er well that priceless day may be S J e n t . 11 

He p roved thi n by t he extent of his church ac tivities during 

the week . The Lad.i es ' un ion carried on u.. variety of studies for 

the twenty years Dr . Sunder Lend was here . The l~ ini:r ' s Dauf'h t eTs 

was 2.:n org<,.,n i zat ion of young v10:.J.en which reached quite a number 

both townswomen and University s t u dents . The Young ~en ' s Guild 

was ore.:anized 1"ro dravv all the younf r.o.en with in our reach into 

acquaintence and comradesh ip , and to carry on various lines of 
1\ 

pract i cal rel i gious work . 

The Unity Club , oreanized in the first month of Dr . 

Sunderlc.nd ' s min i stry , a i med to dr&.w together the students i n 

social , literary , and intellectual union . It helped to soften 

13 



the lL.es of religious preg..ud ice between denominat i Jns . 

A very i mportant par t of Dr .. Sunderla.nd's work i n 

Ann Arbor was the distri but ion of tracts . This work was c~r-

ri ed out with great vchgor and an a l most unbe:iievable number 
'NO.~ 

of tracts ~ distributed . In th.e .Appendix will be found a 

detailed list of the l i terature di stribution durine the t wen -

ty years of Dr . Su.YJ.derl a nd' s service in Ann .".rbor. # 

'rhis vigorous ancl. cLpable ministry had ~- g r eat ef-

feet on the establi sbrnent of Un itarianism in Ann Arbor o,nd 

it is l <.... r f ely thruugh t he efforts of Dr. Sunderl a nd that the 

church g~ ined a foothold here. 

In the second part of t his chapter the building Mi 

t he church by Dr . Sunderland in 1882 arHi the pa rish house a 

year l ater will be described. 

I This appendix will be found in the files of 
the Ann Arbor church. It was not theught that 
it would be sufficiently pertinent to warrant 
attachin1 it to a short history such as this 

14 



CHAPTER THREE 

THE BUILDING. 

Two years after he came to Ann Arbor, Dr. Sunderland 

started agitation for a new church building. The old church se

cured by Dr. Brigham from the Methodists was proving unsatis

factory. It had been built before University days, was incon

veniently located, heated poorly in the winter, and was poorly 

ventilated in the summer. 

Through the years this old building had steadily de

teriora te4 until the Unitarians in Ann Arbor could offer only 

the most meagre acoomodations to the student population who 

were sought after so eagerly by all denominations. The build-
~ ~1si-~~cc 

ing was quite a nay from the university campus and it is a tribute 
A 

to Dr. Brigham that he was able to work so well with the stud-

ents. 

In August of the year 1880, Dr. Sunderland published 

two letters in the Christian Register advocating the new build

ing ih Ann Arbor. This was the first public notice of his plahs. 

Nearly a half year before he had taken the matter to some of the 

leading parishioners 

received. Toward the 

and had not been very enthusiastically 
~h~~ 

end of ~ meeting when the pastor's dream 
~ 

was receding further into the distance, Mrs. i!!=f. J.W.Langley 

spoke and said that if the men of the church were not interested, 

she would g9 t o the women and see if something could not be done. 

The women of the church allied themselves in backing Mrs. Langley 

and in a year they had raised $250ftoward the new building. 

The letters in the Christian Register were followed by 

several personal lettezs to ministers and men influential in the 

church. The trustees pledged the congregation pl::e:dged the con~re

ga ti-On for $3,000 in the event tha t $10,000 could be raised in 
15 



other parts of the country. Dr. Sunderland took thi s promise to 

the national conference at Saratoga. It was well received and the 

decision was reached that the national conference w19l::d aid the Ann 

Arbor pariah. 

After diligent work, the money was raised and ground was 

broken in September 1881. The foundation was completed before the 

col d weather set in. Abundant rains somewhat delayed the work in 
~\~\s"e.~ 

1882, but in the fall of that year the church was a i AJ J 11ed. It follows 

closely the Norman style of architecture and the Ann Arbor Reg ... 

ister of Sept. 13, 1882 says, 

"The structure is thoroughly churchly in look. pic

turesque in outlins, and certain to be one of the most admired, 

architecturally, of our pu'lllic buildings.n 

'he church was dedicated on November 21, 1882. It is inter

to recall that it was dedicated free of debt. It was completely 

fitted, many of the furnishings being paid for in memory of Dr. 

Brigham by his friends in the East. 

Some of the interesting sidelights of the new building 

might be mentioned. The first contribution to the bUilding fund 
I , ' 

was from the Rev. J.H.Allen, who sent twenty dollars. The first 
/\ 

Ami Arbor coniiibution came from Mrs. Rhoda Fuller, whom Dr. Sun-

derland mentions affectionately alJI"Grandmother" Fulller, aged 

ninety two, who sent twenty five dollars to the paster. The orig

inal lot.on.which the church was to have been built.was sohd and 

another lot bought, this time at the corner of State and Huron 

8treets. Gov. Bagley, deceased before the church was comp~eted, 

gave the largest aingle gift, $500. The over-all cost of the 

building was about$19,000 w.s.George, editor of the Lansing Re

publican promised $100. On his death, his wife redeemed the promise. 

Some key to the type of Unitarianism~ preached iDI in 

Ann Arbor in those days is found in the creed painted on the new 
l6 



wall s : 

In the vestibule, t he words of Dr. Wm. E . Chann i ng : 

11 To free i nquiry and t r.e love of truth d o we dedic , .• te these walls./ 

Let Heaven ' s unobstructed light shine her e." 

I n the lib r a r y a nd. rea ding r oom , from Charl e s . II Brigham, 

11 Un ita ri a ns hold the i _· d octrine not as a fina lity or perpetually 

bindi np- creed but as ready 1 .... l wuy s to rev ise and imp rove i t as t l:.e 

sp i rit of God shall g ive t h er:1 more light awl knovdedc e . 11 

I n t h e main auditori um , frorn Lowell, "'l'hey must upwa rd st ill 

and onw<.-rd who ;,·ould ke ep abreast of truth. 11 

Al so i n the mui n auditorium over three a rches,uAll rnen brothers . " 

"All truth sacred . 11 "All duty d ivine ." 

Ov e r the pulpit a re the words. 11 0h, worshi p t he Lo rd." 

On <... table t ei.t the r ear of t he pul p it, fro m t he 3 i ble, "T o us 

the re is on e Cod , t he l~a.t he r.tt "By this sh~.11 a l l me n knovr th~ .. t y e 

are my disciples, j.f ye h a v e love one to another • 11 " lfo t everyone j;hat 

s ai th unto me Lord, Lord, shall en t er int o t he k i ngdom of Heaven But 
wh o 

h e t hi:it d oeth t he ·will of my Fc:.the r ±Mn is in Heaven. 11 

At t h ,, r i ght of t h e pul p:: t, a. passage from scrip ture , " I n every 

nati on they t hat fe Etr God a nd ··ork right e ousness are ac cepted of him. 11 

Then , u nder this , a Hymn by Si.i!Jrnel ~L ongfe llow , numbe r 452 in t he 

Hy:nm(.;" l , t he first, third , and f ourth v erses. 

Thes e insc riptjon s g ive us a key to t lie Un i tari....n ism of Dr . 

Sunderl ~.nd. Foremos t , the re i s a very rea l r everenue for a def i n ite 

and intel l \p'ent Cod; a living Cod , ever:present , close a t hand , a nd 

underst~.ndc.,ble. In con junction, there is a fine ay:p r ec i a t ion of the 

social a nd s~ iritual re spons ibility of man. Her e is t he eaaenc e of 

re c... l Unitarianism. lfo t simply bli nd trus t i n an omn i p rese nt but 

vaf ue sup ernatur a l being, but a true appreciat i on of the fineness 

a nd fit ness of man . This relig ion v:o r ks both wc.ys . Hun , t oo, a s a 17 



creature of divine ori@'in, must prove hL:1self \7orthy of his heri

tag e . 

From Dr. Sunderland ' s seruons we get ;:;:, complete picture of 

the man . There was no movement for social betterment of which he 

was not a s:i;aunch advocate . •renperahce, high er educ a. tion, socia l 

reform , clean poli tics, publ ic improvements - all found in him 

~ strong supporter . 

Dr . Sunderl and ' s place in his profer:;sion deserves some :men 

tion here . 'i'hat he was inlbernationally known is a compl i ment to 

h i s :....bility . Tha t , as a present Hindoo s tudent of t he niversity 

put it, 11 lfext to Ghand i, he is loved as no other man in india 

today, 11 i s an even g reater tribute . Dr . a underland made two 

visits to t he orient , Bne in 1894-5 as mi ssionary of t he Brit

i~1 Unit~rian associa tion, and in 1 91 4-15 a d Billing s Lecturer. 

To qu0ite a l ate address of Dr . Sunderl and before t he Li ber<:."l 

Students Union, "Any success I ma y have had in preaching to 

the people of India I attribute to my at titude of feeling that 

it was my duty to understand Ind ia and its peopl e r a ther than 

to bring them some foreign doctrine." 

This wiae and k i nd under s t anding of Dr. Sunderland's mc..de 

him t h e great preacher he undoubtedly was . It was not so much 

h i s wiue educ C;. tion that made people of al l races listen to h i m 

wi th respect, but the fact t hat here was a rn.an who se heart was 

open to their problems, ~. !f8.n to whom the much abused golden rul e 

was a s traight -forward pattern of life . 

In concludinr this .chapter, it is fitting that t he parish 

house of t he Ann Arbor shurch be mentio ned • .Dr Sunderland se

ur.ed the funds for this structure and completed it in 1 88 2 . 

Thus the church buildings of today are l~rr ely fro m t he genius 

of t h_ s one g rea t man . 1 8 



The next man to occupy the Ann Arbor pulpit was 

Dr. J"oseph Henry Crooker. Dr. Crooker. altho born in the 

state of Haine, i n the year 1850, spent fourteen very import

ant years in the new west.(1850-1864) In the virgin forests 

of :Minnesota he spent his life as a boy. Indian maasacces 

were still to and Dr. Crooker tells graph-

ically of the great Sioux massacre which occured while . he 

was st ill li viHg there. 

With this natural background and the strength of 

character it undoubtedly gave him, it is unfortunate that c..t 

the time of his adolescence, his family moved back to Maine. 

Used as he wao to coping with the wildness of Minnesota , the 

woy was horribly missf itted in his new environment. This 

accentuated a na t ur a l shyness which he was forced to fi ght all 

duri ng hjs life. His schoolmates, his teachers, t he towns-

people all misunderstood t he big boy fro m the frontier. They 

were tempted to look on him a s an i g noramus - an uncouth 

and awkwo.rd n~reenie". 

This shyness was exceedingly painfulx to the boy 

and to the man he l ater became . Old parishioners in Ann Arbor 

s ay that he never overcame it, even in middle life. But it was 

not t he only marked character attribute. At an early age, an 

instinctive t aste for finer things in li tera t .,lre bec,.me evi-

dent filn the boy. He read widel y and inte:iblegently, retaining 

and digesting each boqk or article . 

This, t hen was t he t ype of m<-1n who came to Ann Arbor 

e rly in t he a utumn of .i:2&2 1898. Widely known a s a writer a nd 

speaker before t hat date, he added to his fame while here by 

writinp, on behal f of severa l ca uses. His articles a gains t im-



pe ri a lism, at the time when America seemed to be getting t he 

colonial f ever, were sound p olita.cal science and good ho rse 

sense. 

Al tha his shyness was a problem to h i m, t hose of 

t he Ann Arbor p u. rish who remember him and h is wo r k say t hat 

Dr . Cr ooker was considered the most p owerful orator in t he 

city at t he time of his ministry here . In fact , his popu

.Jk:a rity among his JJar i shi aners and t he unive .. : sity studen ts 

was l ctr Eely due jrn his eloquence .. Hi s mini stry a t Madison, 

11Visconsin had prepa red him wel l f u r his work her e . In both 

of these university towns irras he successful. 

The Jitev . l'."r . Crooker wrote well . His "Back to J e 

sus 11 was circulated wi del y. r ·a ny of his sermons were printed 

by the A .. U . A • 

.Religion to Dr . Crooker was a n intensely person .... l 

thinr and he made it so to his pLrishioners. He seemed to 

talk to them i n d. ividuaj_ly f rom h is pulpit. His God WCJ.G ,~ per

son:1l reality and e v er,f hearer felt intensely the force of 

h_ s convictions .. 

Dr . Crool~er '.:as not so interested in the church as 

a soc i a l i nstitution as he was in the church as an instrmnent 

for the prop~ation of finer mar .1 v a lues . He had a l&.rf e 

fo l l owi ng .... Mone the s t udents '·:..i..ncl his lectures were always well 

attended . 

Records of the parish organizatio;ns duriq:; his tenure 

a re sc: nty but fro n the recollection of merilie rs of the ~ resent 

church we lea rn tha t this orga nization was adequate and t he. t 

1.:r . Crooker had nany close frie nds a..r:ione his flock anci tha t 

his 01ivn person,.l maenetism e;ave a strong i m1)et us to the Ann 

'"Vbor body . 
\. 



There is a period of a l ittle more than a year , be -

t ween June ,1905 , c::.nd Sept ember , 1 906, when t he pulp . t was un-

occupi ed by a n official miHister . 

HO\vever, on Sunday , September 30th , 190 6, fhe H.ev . 

He ~~ry \1ilder ]'oote preached his fir s t sermon in t he church . 

Her e was a diff eren t kind of man fro m Lr. Crooker . In t he 

pulpit, j,.fr. Foote was much quieter. He depended on t he s i m1ile 

earnestness of his r!lessag e rather t ha n any force of oratory. 

Hr. Foote was one more in the ser i e s of finely ed-

ucate d n en who had h e_d the Ann Arb wr pulpit in the forty 
since 

year s it ha d been established . He wa s widely read and his 

knowl edg e of t h e bible a nd biblica l history was extensive. 

lir . Foote met peopl e well a nd it is not s urprising 

that the church p rospered durint;' his stay . His even i nr l ect-

ures we re well at t ended . 

I t might be wel l to re~iew t h e church or ganiza tion 

at this time . The I.ad ies 1 Un ion was a t hriving nx bo dy of 

a hundred and t welve uembers. It met on Wednesda.ys fro m 

October to :.fay and ma de uany co ntributi ons to t he well-being 

of t he church, financial and oth erwise. 

A Student 1 s J3i bl e class met at noon Sundays and 

was well a t tended. Bible litera ture in the light of modern 

schol a rship and other worth while subjects were d iscus s ed. 

There was a Young Peoplex 's Relig ious Un ion meeting 

a t 6: 30 Sun dt ... y s before t h e even inc ser vices. The re v:as a 

King ' s Da uphters chapter a nd a Fortnightly C~ub. This c lub 

was ~he working orga n ization os t h e l adies, the Un i on being 

i rnterdcnominc.t tiona l and a d<hscus sion g roup. On Dec . 25th, 1 910 , 

:.:Ir . Foote left t h e Ann Arbor Church . 

;i l 



c H A-Pl't Ti, 'f\\J F:
SOCIALISM nr THE CHURCH 

The man who occupied the pulpit after lir. Foote pro-

vided one of the most interesting interlude s in the history of 

t he -4.nn Arbor Church. He was Dr. P . ~{.Daws on and a more unusual 

minis ter would be hard to find i n the annals. In t h e first place 

he vvas not trained as a minister . At t he time when t.he idea 

car.'.le to him to be one 1 he was a professor of physiology at Johns 

Hopkins Un iversity . He at tended a seminary fo4a yec.lr and then 

was sent 1 experimentall y as mi n i s ··,er to t he Ann Arbor body . 

Mr. Dawson was interested i n the sociologica l rather 

than the t heolog ical side of r eligion . This was quite a revo-

lutiona ry change , as the Ann Arbor Church had for years cham-

pioned t he conservative side of i ssues a t the .1estern Confer-

ence . Start i ng with Dr . Sunderland ' s vig orous defense of 'l'heism 

before t he Conference and his success in having it reta ined as 

an art icle of fai th, thru the ministries of Mr . Cr ooker and 

Mr . Foo te, both theists and advocates of a strong per sonal 
) 

emphasis on religious matters , t he church here had fallen i nto 

sxl±~xx~xznexemzalinement on t he conserva tive side of all de 

nomi national ques tions. It cannot be doubted , therefore, that 

there is a great deal of truth in the statement of llr. Dawson 

to t he press , "The First Uni t 8.rian Church of Ann Arbor has for 

twenty years been recognized as conserva tive among t he chur ches 

of the ~ estern Conference ." 

Dr . Dawson was called to the pasto r ate here in Dec ember , 

1910 . Undoubtedly a culture d mo.n, he was fitted from an intellec -

tual and social standpoint to fill t he p J_lpit here ad.."Uirably. It 

i s unfortuna te that his first pulpit should have been here, as 

he resigned fror.i the Unita ri::<.n Linistry after his failure . I say 



I 

'IS 
unfortunate in the full meaninf of t he word, for he ~the type 

I\ 
of man much sougt.t a fter by the congregat ions of l arp:er cities 

today . 

'1he movement t hat started the schism of the Ann Arbor 

Church was the allowing of t he Socialist Club of the University 

to use the church for the ir meetings . Sensing that here they had 

f ound a religious body that was sympathetic to them, the social-

ists became interested in the church and many of them joined. 

In fa.ct t!ley jo i ned in s uch larg e numbers that they were able to 

control the vote in a church meeting and succ eeded in placing 

two men on the bo<!t:rd of t rus tees. That they could have placed 

their men in ful l force on the board is probable) but they returned 

five of the former members. One of the two was ~rofessor Karl 

Guthe and the other was Mr . George Bishop, t he candidate of 

the Liberal Student .' s Union . 

The Liberal Student's Union considered themsel ves 
-they 

just i fied in t heir move because several years before t!H:s ~ 

had been i mpelled to leave t h e church because of restrictions 

put on t he church property by the board. 

'l'h is victory, of course, aroused much r esen t ment on 

t he part of t h e old members. An intensive car:l})aign resulted , 

~oth factions induc i ng as many mem·bers as poss i ble to join their 

r anks. The socialist"wing 11 recruited from the student body and 
• 

the 116l d line 11 members went into the del i nquent 
'<'"C\\S 

mn 1:w•e and those 

who had lost interest in the church . 

The meeting of :May 6, 1912,vras a tumultous one. About 

seventy conservatives were in attendance and fifty - five socialists. 

Vith their nwnerical superiority , the conservat i ves were v i c t ors 

in this odd struttgle, i ntolerant as i t was, in a supposed l i beral 



church. The minister, Dr. Percy Ivi . Dawson , was asked to r esign . 

The s ocialists , disgrw1tled, left t he ch~ch. Thus ended the 

stormiest er:i i sode in t he l oca l church h ist or y . 

Dr. Dawson returned to his teaching a ft er the incident. 

It is hard to ge t a n accurate p icture of t h e man from the people 

who were here a t the time because mos t of t hem either liked or 

disliked him for his atti tude on t his one point s o intensely 

tha t any opinions they formed have no p~ace in a history of this 

k i nd . That he was a strong p ersonality t here is no d oubt . That 

his s t ay here had any lasting results i s not certain. 



CH.Al' TER S IX 
THE PJ:n:a1 OD OF nm WAR 

In postul a ting general rul e s for t he 3tudy of t he i r 

comp lex subject , h i stor i a ns seem a z r e ed t h a t ev ents 11.:any times 

seem to produc e men capabl e of copi ng wi th t hem . This is true 

of all history , be i t o f t h e world. of of a parish . 

After Dr . Davrnon left t h e Ann Arbor church, there 

was g reat di s organ izat ion , almost chaos . There was a sharp 

"Gtleavage i n t he membershi p and warring f a c tion s tnrea.tenecl to 

exting .. i sh thi s chu rch . 

:,fr . l,oring ·1·tas the man of tlce hour . He arrived at 

a h ard tine and his een i u s for org·anization a l most i mme dia,tel y 

sta rt i ng r eknitt i ne the .A.nn Arbor b ody . He mi :<....E:a we ll wi th the 

par i shioner s , preached s ermons that bridg ed t he gap b e t u een 

t he unreconc i led g roups a nd speedily produced an ordere d b ody 

v. ith a un i fied spir it. 

R obe r t S . I.or i 11C xxx i s t h e ty1Je of man ·who i s very 

popu l ar with congr egatio1iS today. :Bus iness-like , but cul tured , 

a g-ood preacher and. '='-Yi i ntelle f ent one , i t is s L1al l wonde r ti1a t 

he has r isen Go f a r in his prof ession . 

He was deal i n c wi th a ch a ng i ng chur ch in a r apidl y 

movi ~:.g epo ch . At tendanc e vms fallinr1 off . 'l'he ti old t i me re-

l i g ion" no lonr e r car ried its all powerfu l appeal t o t he new 

t ype of man that the many i nven tions b r ourht forth . This wa s 

n o t only tr1..J.e i n the olde r chur ches. 'i'he 11 rel i g_ i ous depres -
11 

s i on had st r u c k a t Unita r i an ism a l s o. To be liber a l was not 

en ough . One must have a constructi~e and understand i ng l i b-

e r al i sm t hat was r i['.'h t up to the minute. Relig i on ,t o exist, 

r.o.us t be come an a c t i ve f oree i n t h e c or:rrnun i ty . People we r e n ot 

g oing to chv.r ch s i mpl y ou t of habit. And t h ey were beg i nn i ng 



to evaluate ca refully before making su·o scriptions to any i n -

s titution . Br ief ly, r elig ion of all kinds must prove its 

worth or perish. 

'l'his was ;.:~lso the period of the ··,rnrld war. Internal 

~nd externa l pressure on relig ion eas terrific. It is fortuna te 

for t he Ann Arbor body that a man of Hr . J.Jor i ng ' s calibre vras 

in charc e here. 

=~r . Loring ' s met h od of preachi nf was keen a n d direct. 

Hur:,anism and its doctrine of self relia n ce v;as a p roduct of the 

twentieth century that he incorporated into his sermons. His 

addresses were mo r e on relig ion a nd its place in t he world 

today and amid t he probl ems of today than on moral behc:vior 

and spir i tua l well being . 
e 

Th~ addition t o t he church of a soc i a l hall was r:iade 
{\ 

dc.lrinr his stay . 'l'he memorial sta ined g lass window was moved 

tOJ the oth er s icle of t he audi toriur.1 where it was n ore fou.ted-

i a tely vissi ble up on entering . 

However , these architectural chance s were not so im-

portant as t he chance in outlook that came with him. As t he 

first human ist to uccupy the pulpit, it is natural to expect 

h i m to show the way to a revitalized and socially valuable 

rel i g ion_. This was his contribut i on to Ann Arbor and it is 

for thi s that the parish here rememb e rs him. He left t he 

p arish stronger and better organized than he found it. He 

made friends who to <i!.ay rerj_e:r.1ber him vrnll. 



CHAF1'ER SEVJrn 
Tllli POST Willi PEHIOD 

The r reat wa r wi th i ts g reat shi f t i n hurnan a nd mor a l 

val ues had a.£1 p r ofound a f fect on relig ion of every sort. Un i -

t ar i a n i sm was no except ion . Philosophies were t orn down or 

left badly shaken by t h e g i gant i c catycl a sm which clu tched a t 

t he t hroat of c i vilizati on • 

. At i ts close t h er e aros e a dev il-may - care type of 

t h ink ing , a her e - today , g one-tomorrov.r pl a n of life t hat t hr eat-

ened to wi pe out exi st i nc mor&.l codes . I t be c an e t h e probl em 

of every chur ch to ma ke a drast i c and diffi cul t readjust~ent 

to t i-ie ne\7 condi tions . 

Ann Arbor , a s on e of t he cente rs of e duca t i on and 

construc tive t h inking was a focal point of t he attack . He re 

were t he presen t and future i ntelle c tual leaders of t he na 

t i on . The American Un ita r i a n Assoc i ation sent S i dney s . rtob~ins 

h e re early i h 1919 . He came here wi th a reputa ti on a s a phil -

osophe r . He was f a ced with manJdiscoura~ ement s duriDg h i s 
o.f' 

nine y ea rs here . In t he fir st pl a ce , attendance t 6 church 

on Sunday morning grew ou t of t h e habit cl ass and i n t o t he 
"""o w\.-~\ch 

c l a s s of a chore ~ any excuse for not vo i ng be ca?_:e honor-

a bl e and " the thing to d o" . 

Chu r ch a ttenda n ce i n t he Ann Arbor church dropped . 

Bu t i t i s onl y fair to p l ac e t he plru;:e on t he ext roar dinar y 

condit i.ons r a t h er t hc..n t he man. I!Ir. Hobfi ns was much loved 

by his pa ri shioners and of a l l t he old par i sh ione r s vrho hav e 

been i n tervi ewed , t here was not one who did no t express h i s 

a ppr ecia tion of t h e pr ivileg e of know i ne; t h e man . I t is un -

f or t una t e th~t h e coul d not ha ve come a t a mo r e opp ortune time . 



1,;:r . Rob~ins left the church in the summer of 1 928 . 

'!'here vi:as no minister until t he s pring of 1929 when Earol d P . 

Il'.:arley came . 

l.Ir . :.:ar l ey was faced with a more diff' icul t probl em 

than his predecessor. The church was badly disorgani zed . They 

seer::ed to have l ost t heir impetus to g o on . There was talk of 

disbanding . The r eaction had s et in after the war and its con
-t~~ "'~ ~"'l 

sequent e r a a d Ilt01oa:M: loose JaBi zring'. The whole of western c iv-
A 

i lixation was dr ifting , neithe r ca rirlft nor kno win&: whither . 

Ec onomically , the people of this nat ion and ot hers were mad 

wi th a l ust for easy money . Spiritually they seemed to have 

forgot t en everythi np else . 

To return to the problem he re, Hr .1Iar l ey had a nucleu8 

of faithful friends of t he ch~rch to work with bu t little else . 

He says that he realized that t he t i me had come for religion , 

especially Un i tar i an relig ion. to prove its elf .. It must have 

something u. ef i ni te to offe r or succumb . I t r:i.ust conquer this 

situation or admit its i nadequacy . 

Be i ng a hwnanist hirr.self , "" r . :.~arley felt that the 

onl y solut i on was to xx establish a new kind of church in thi s 

community , a church that would be someth i ng more than a meet i ng 

pl ace for Sunday Mo r nings . The church must becor:ie a l i ving , wor-

king force iF t 1 1 e_ttt l'l:i~y . :,Ir . :;.:·arley set out to make i t after 

this plan . 

Bef ore he CL.me to Ann .£ .. rbor , he had had wi de exp er-

ience in socia l betterment organizations . It is n0t an exag -

eration t o say that s i n ce he ca me here , there has not been an 

i mprovement suggested i n the corrmmnity or an unfortunate g roup 

which has not f ound in him a friend and able a dv ocate . 



Sta rting with a service of rededica tion on Tuesday , 

Hovember 26, 19 29 , a t which the ch u rch and its new minister 

p ledg ed tlle1.1sel ves to renewed effort, Er . ~.Carley pushed for

ward with his :program . The Ar.1l.ric .:.m Un itarian Associ c;,, tion gav e 

enough money to renovaire the church and parsonage. This put the 

church on its feet as a physicall y perfect buil ding . 

l.:r . l.:arley threw open the church doors to worthy 

orran izations . Business g irls met there . Labo r group s came . 

'rhe J ews of Ann Arbor used t he auditor i um fo r +\fzellll'!' ceremonies 

on their holy days . 

The church declared definitely fo r hur!l.anism when 

Curtis Reese of Chicago was invited here as ~he s p eaker dur

ine; religious empha sis we ek. :i.:r . Earley was made cha i r man of 

t he cor.'lmi ttee for a ocia l ref'orr•1ation at the Ann Ar bor h inis

terial Associa tion . 

A marriaee i nstitute was planne d for t he f a ll of 

1930 a nd four s pee ches were g i ven. This was open to t i1e public. 

Mayor 1:Iur p hy of Detro i t, now Governor General of tne Fhil lipines , 

was t he speaker at a n unemployn1ent ~as s meetin~ in Hill Aud-

i toriu:'ll . J~Ir . ~:arley is chair T!1an of t he civil l i be rt ie s commit

tee here . This organizat ion held a mass me e ting t o pro test the 

shooting of Ford Vorkers. 

llr . ~arley has been a ctive in t he Socia list part y 

both i n Ann Arbor and in the ~tate of :::ich i gan . lJo socialism 

has entered his sermons but he has been a candidat e on t he 

Soc i al i s t ticket for Congressman and for Alderma n . 

The BoLrd of Trustees of t he Ann Arb or Church have 

g ive n 1Ir . I.:arley ful l backing a nd are a s interes ted as he is 

i n comm.unity pro bl ems. The services in the church are human

istic anc the :te is a human i s tic marriae e ceremony vvritten by 



'l'wen t y five new members were taken in dlur ine the last 

y ear and the church , while not laree, i s a living f orce in the 

cornnunity .• Uo other c£mrch irj. t his city and few in t he nat::.on 

can boast of as large a proportion of its citizens engar e4 in 

socially i mpo rtant work . 

As this church was es t ablished for the purpose of 

bringing Ui:J itarian i sm to t he Un iveraity students, it r.ii [- 'h t be 

f itting to close this history with a brief feport of t he act 

ivities of t he church i n that line . 'ri1e Liber :..l Student ' s 

Un ion reaches several hundred students each year . There is an 

a veraee attendance of about t wenty f ive at the prese~t time. 

The open house which t he church h olds every Fr iday n i ght dur

ing t he school year i s well at tended by both students and fac 

ulty . 'rhese e-a t her i ngs a re i nformal. 

This closes t his his tory . The church is sixty e i cht 

years old . The date today is Apr il 27th , in t he year 1 9 33 . 



AN AJ?OLOGY 

Th e &u thor has an a p ology to make . I t i s to t he men 

who served as mi nist e rs of t h e li'irst l.Jn i tari a n Ch urch of Ann 

Arbor . It i s a humb1e a pol ogy to t hem f or this little hi s tory . 

Trul y , hi s tory is a ba rren thing . He c ame on s u c h 

and- such a d a te h e did s o- and-so , he l eft. The h i storian beg s 

mBrcy on t~e g rounds o f l a ck of space. I n h i s r e l e n t l e s s s e arch 

f or f act , he must oblit e r at e a ny ea otj.on or~ prej ud ice. As s oon 

as h istory be comes human , it ce as e s to be a cc ;.,i.rat e . 

This woul d not be fa ir t o t he nin e men who have g iven 

of t heir l ives to t h :;.s ch -:;irch . They we r e mo re tha n mere n arn.e s 

to t he men and 11von1e n wh o h ea rd t h em and were i nspi r ed. :. .. nd com

fort e d by them. 

'I'herefo re , r ever e n t l y , I bow my head to them. The ir 

servic e is not s omethi ng t o be r e c or d ed a n d anal y sed . It ca n 

n ot be . I f 1 h a v e s e eme d t o s lig h t t he h uman s ide of t h eir 

ministr j.es, I c a n on l y say I am sorry . Yiemo r y cloe s n ot s light 

t hat se r vi c e . The f e llows h i p t hey h a ve built is a l iving , g l ow 

ing tribute. 

Each p ari sh c a ll , each word s p oked fro m h ear t to 

heart ove r a d ear one depa rt ed , e ach ma rr i a g e p a rtne rshi p 

c ons uma ted. , eac h word s p oken to troub l ed .liI~ .xx me n a nd women 

i n t h e qu i e t of t h e s tudy - t he se a re t he true me moria l of 

t he nine men who h a ve served h e re . 

It i s fi tting tha t a word of g r at itud e be ex p r e ss e d 

to t he men who hav e fi l led the pulp it fro m t i me t a time , 

profess ors , ministers , l a y men . They , t oo , have contribut ed • 

.An d t o the c oun t les s lovin g ser v i ces t hat a ny ch u r c h 

cal ls :f o rth ; are any words of mi n e adequate? 
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